Snap Happy

A whopping 86 percent of digital photos we
take never leave the memory card. Time to
do right by those precious memories. Here's
how to get your pics organized, backed up,
and out where you can enjoy them.
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STE! DOWNLOAD AL lsass once 4 manth,

d phatos {rom your camess andjor

1 p your cornpuber. Funnel the images
dissetly into & photo management program such
as [Photo, Picasa, or Windows: Live Phote

Gallery. “I's important to at least ger them
dommiboaded 5 your photos aren't stuck on a
= that could ger stolen, damaged, or bost,"
_Mﬁhﬁ&m&ﬂt&wﬂmm
I: EDIT, EDIT, EDIT Review the photod
e dewrndcaded on screen, deleting duplicates
poor-quality shots. Get teugh on people-free
acenics and repetitive party pics. “Fight the
instinct that says every photo is precious.”
consumar technoiogy anabyst Kristy Holch says.
“In reality, bad photos are just chstter Usat nsakes
it harder to find the geod onca™ If editing that
first big baech is overwhelming, tackle it in 15- 20
20-minute |ncrements wnell ir's done.
STEF }: MAKE FOLDERS Dedde on a method
fior arganizing phustos o6 yols compUIeT.
Chronclogical is one approach; by theme =
another. Al-Saigh suggests a hybeid of the rwe
niake a folder for each year, and inside it, a folder
for gach month. Label the months by member
FaLser than name (for exaEphe, oz for February)
50 the compuater lists them in the right cader.
subdolders (Mexico vasation, pis:

Z

€ six-step process for managing digiral
élps you get your pictures in order on your
et, backed up, and easily accessible. -

HTEF 4: RENAME AND FILE Mow rmame each
phota, replacing that random string of digits your
CamiTa aesgnaed 1o it in favor of semathing thar
will help you find the image later. (Masty photo
programs will mucmarically rename photos using
a keyword you specify and a mumber) If you
cole-correct, iy rod-gye, or otherwise edir your
images, do that as you rename. For quick fixes,
wy your photo program's one-click editing tool,
such a= Picasa’s “I Feal Lucky™ huttan or iPhese’
“Epbanes™ featurs. Then save the renamed,
edited photos into the foldens you just created.
ETEF 5: BACK UF Once a batch of photos is
cepanized inso folders, back iy up righs then
Experts recommend using at least two of the
Fallowing methods: an exvernal drive, an caline
storage service, or prints. (Most don’t reccanmend
‘aacking up on DVDa or CO8 unless the discs are
archival-rated, which are expersive]) I you go

with an online service, lopk for cne that focuses

om storage. Thase that offer printing often

charge for downloading a photo and reduce its

resclaticm. Sre page 52 for mmorr piformation o mllllkz::h“
Baachdng L youer pHnodos. phates ts keep,
STEP & DELETE Now that your photos are Tracey Dawkins and
organized and secure, its safe to erase them Elizabeth Waikosm
Eremm your casnesn o phone, You'll seold of Get the Picture
B o et 0 the ot Wil | hang this an a
-'.:*' = wall ar gt i {m o

shert version of cthis
for reference.
mcoﬂud@phnm
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Store and PYOLECT For safekeeping of digital photos, you
have three options: an external drive, an online photo service, and
good old prints. Here's what you need to know abourt each,

EXTERNAL DRIVE It might sound techy, bat PRINTS “The best backup is still & prined

it's quite eagy to use. Just connect the drive photo," saye Cathi MNelson, founder of the

to your comnputer and drag your folders of Assoetation af Personal Photo Organizess. But
crganized, editsd photos onto it. Prices s many experts say don't bother with a home
around S100 for about 500 GB of sorage, which printer—supplles are expensive and the quality
will stare abour 200,000 photos mken with & rarely good. Instead, use an online sernvice ar a
point-and-shoot camera, stoce klogk. Nelson suggests trying a few storesd
ONLINE SERVICES There are literally to see which one churns out the best prints.
dorens of photo sites, each cifering a combo And don't discount the small, nﬂtﬂnﬂmﬂﬁ

of services, including svorege, printing, and shops. *“Viour local phote lab wants your, =

online sharing. The chart of pape 84 llss a business 50 I8 usually a great source 8
fewr of our favorizes and what they do best, of help and info,” Nelscn says.

TWO TO TRY Here are a couple of ways to get pictures off the computer
and into your hands: Create a custem photo book, above lefr. Sites Lo
Shurerfty (shurterfiy.con) make it easy to upload photos, design pages, and
add captions, Plas, ordering a duplicate for Grandma & o snap. Hardeows
bocks stnrt ot §30. Or keep 8 photo-safe box of printe, abowe right, on the
coffer table 1o encoursge browsing. Using & photo-safe pen, label the pics
writh names, dates, and stories behind the images. For more fun phote gift
and disply fdes, and the best sites for croxring them, soc page 223,
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Best online photo services

suzanne Kantra, editor of Techlicious (techlicious.com), picks
the winning websites for storing and sharing photos.

Photo site Best for Cool features Good to know
Shutterfly Making prints and Personal “share sives” let you invine Unlimited storage with no
shutterfipcom  pheto gifes people to wiew your photos, share minimum purchase. But you
thelr cwrn, and erder prints and can't download a large photo

products featuring those photos, at lx= full resahation,

SugarSyne  Backup and View photos on any device without 5 GE free SIOCAED; MoTe
fugarsymccom  archiving having to download, AuteSyne coats fcimonth, Full-
feature instantly saves phone picsro  resoluricn devnloads bat no
the site and o your PC or tabler. professional printing service,
Fllckr Photo sharing Browse photos and chat real-time Upload 300 MB of photes
Hickr.com with up to 10 friends. Identfy people  a month free. UnBmited
in photos with tags. Order prints for  storape and full-resslution
home delivery or store pickup. downloads cost &z5iyear.

Learn photographer Greg Scheidemann’s top three easy secrets for making every photo you
take look better. Find them in our digital edition. BHG.com/digital



INNOVATION
Be a sharper shooter

¥our phone is always with you, so why not
TALET I A0 R AVWOE0ma p]ﬂuuu:ﬂln!
machine? Here's some gear and an app that
will help you do jus: thar.

Hald the phone A tingy tripod, right, lete you take a
steady still life. Flexible legs wrap arcund anything.
Heolde iPhones, other phones, and most handheld
devices. Gorillalobile, £20-540, joby.com

Aberter lookWide-angle, telephoto, and fish-eye
lenges artach via magnetic ring ro caprura mors of
the soene than your phone's bailt-in lens can. Lofrek
careri lens ki, Sgo, photojojo.com

More power to you The Camerar
iPhone opp lecs you crop, apply
gpecial effects, control facus and
eXpoEure, and puﬂnrm OTE moTe
fancy tricks. Cameras, §2, camplus m

“Send that box of old nondigital
hotos to a service such as
canDigital.com or ScanCafe.com.

For about 25 to 50 cents a photo,
vou’ll receive a disc Gfl""ﬂa‘?ES.

hen you copy them to yt::um PC,
chaﬂge the date stamp to when it

Was tai-:en rather than when it was

SCFll-lI-:Ed .rEr:l:I.'].rHc-'Ich TnELATET rechnolory analve:
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